Detroit Free Press — August 18, 1897

Article discusses Captain Robert Rhynas.

Captain Rhynas died on August 16, 1897

He was secretary of Detroit Lodge No. 7 at the time of his death.

~ ST. CLAR DISASTER.

l THAE LATE CAPT. RITYNAS COMMAXND-

ED HER WHEX SHE BURNED.

The late Capt. Robert Rhynas was master of
the Ward llne steamer St. Clair when she burmed
and sank in Lake Scperior, all on board belng
jost except himself and two olhers. She had been
nicknamed the ‘“‘contraband boat,'’ &s she was
the only one in the lime that carried oll. The
terrible misbup came in the spring of one of the
latter "T0°s. The woodwork near her englng room
pecame igalted and the flames quickly spread
through e oil-svaked huil.  Afrer o Lrie” but
prsuccessful fighit the two boats were lowered

and some of the passtnpers and erew lor Ints

thern, the others not wailing, but jumping over-
boutd, One of the Loats, peoriy bandled, went

down in the suetien ef th inking vess¢l and
evary man In it was ﬂ:ﬂt. q]‘ﬁé GLIET Win eVer-

turned Ly the struggies of these who had jumped
cverboar], and the cceupanls thrown into the fey
julte. 1t was bmpossible tp keep the buat right
side up, fo flerce were the stuuggles of those who
tried to reach it.  Capit. Rbynas amd 1he mate
and one other hung to the énds, and when all
the rest had become o chilled that they sunk the
three clambered in 4nd Hoated about until pleked
up by & pussing steamer. ‘The loss of lfe wia
about tweniy-ilve., It wae one of the most thrill-
ing disasters of that time,

Capt. Rhynas began his safling as deckhand on
the old sldewheel steamor Keweenaw, which up
1o & few Vedrs ag0 wos carrying jpussengers out
of this port, and wis eventually transformed 1nlo
n lumber carrler. In four years he had been pro-
moted Lo first mate. This position Le also held
on the St Faul and St. Louis, from which he
Went inio the St Clalr, Afterward be command-
ed the Atlantic, Nyack and Moran in the Lialke
Supertor trade, 1t ls noleworthy thal he mide o
gpeclalty of his knowledge of Lake Superior and
its wouth shore harbors for Lusiness and shelter
and the north shere harbors for shelter. Ewvery
vessel that carrfed him ran 1o Lake Superior, and
1t wus rarely thet he went arcund to Chlcage.
Thls makes his clean record for dlsasters all the
muore creditabds, for Lake Superior {s probably
| the most dangerous of sll the lakes in the [all and
i early spring.




