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local radio program. I think all the ladies learned about how 

varied and also how similar our paths through the industry 

have been.  Before returning to Traverse City, I also had the 

chance to be interviewed by Capt. Stevenson for a local cable 

show he’s involved with called “From the Wheelhouse,” as 

well as visiting the Chicago Marine Math and Science Acade-

my. I was able to share my experiences with a couple classes, 

and found the students to be polite, inquisitive and engaged. 

 

At this point, you might think Miss Becca might take a mo-

ment to rest. But I could not until after attending the Blessing 

of the Fleet at Mariners’ 

Church in Detroit.  I am 

certainly glad I made the 

effort – it was a beautiful 

service and a wonderful 

start to the shipping season. 

Having had my Grand Pres-

ident’s flag blessed during 

the ceremony made it that 

much more special seeing it 

fly on the Stewart J. Cort.  

 

While I’m on the subject of fitout, a few more words of thanks 

are in order. Since the Cort was in Milwaukee, I was able to 

host a visit by Greg Stematelakys and several other members 

of the Green Bay lodge. Some of them had never been aboard 

such a large vessel and were appropriately impressed. Even 

more, they bestowed upon me an unexpected gift – a set of 

REI binoculars that I will use often. Just when I thought there 

could be no more impromptu meetings, I got to see Capt. Joe 

Walters (future Grand President!) along with a few members 

of the Duluth lodge. How lovely it has been to see you all! 

 

My first vacation found me involved in more fun activities 

and chances to promote the ISMA. On Mother’s Day, I was 

lucky enough to be at a fundraising event for three groups of 

sea cadets. Dan Hall, a maritime musician, brought many 

shipwrecks and sea stories to life in song (with the help, of 

course, from lyricist Dave Norris, Port Huron lodge member). 

The sea cadets treated us to a demonstration of drills and other 

FROM OUR GRAND PRESIDENT 

The 2013 Grand Lodge Convention in Traverse City this Feb-

ruary was an extraordinary success. From our small group of 

planning committee members who worked tirelessly from 

beginning to end, to the attendees who understood the true 

spirit of engagement and participation, together we achieved a 

point of conversation and edification that filled me with pride 

in our organization. Thank you all. 

 

One of my goals during the year is to visit with as many   

lodges as possible, in their “natural habitat.” We can learn a 

great deal from one another, not only finding out what 

has worked well, but also areas in need of improvement. 

Together, we can educate one another, helping to make 

the association stronger. Toward this end, I attended the 

dinner dances of the Port Huron and Detroit lodges in 

March. I very much enjoyed spending time talking to 

members I already know well and meeting new friends. I 

would like to make it clear that I am available and ap-

proachable; every person has a voice, which deserves to 

be heard.  

 

As March lumbered on, I was able to make a trip to Chi-

cago for Industry Day (despite a minor vehicle mishap!), 

where I made even more connections and learned about some 

important issues specific to the Chicago area as well as the 

maritime industry. My activities did not end there! Thanks to 

Capt. Mark Stevenson, member of the Chicago lodge and our 

Grand Chaplain, I was able to make a number of other appear-

ances. Along with Camilla Ross and another female graduate 

of the maritime school in Chicago, I was interviewed for a 

Important Announcement — ISMA NEWSLETTER CHANGE 

Beginning with this of ISMALetter (May-June 2013), distribution is via e-mail through local lodge 

secretaries.  You will receive your newsletter as an e-mail attachment from your local lodge secretary.  

Make sure your local secretary has your correct e-mail address.   

ISMALetter is always available on our website, www.shipmaster.org, for viewing at any time. 

(If you do not have an email address or internet access, please let your local lodge secretary know so 

that other arrangements can be made for you to receive a printed copy.)  Thank you. 

continued on page 2... Grand President Rebecca Hancock at the Chicago Marine Math & 
Science Academy. 
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FROM THE LODGES 

 

Chicago Lodge #3: 

 

Lodge #3’s March 13, 2013, meeting was held at Total Marine 

Safety.  Lodge member Capt. Mike Fiedler presented the topic 

Bridge Resource Management. 

 

The Lodge-sponsored 2013 Industry Day was successful with 

190 registered participants. 

 

Cleveland Lodge #4: 
 

On April 18, 2013, Lodge #4 met for lunch with ISMA’s oldest 

member, Capt. Harry Anderson, at Harbor Court Assisted Liv-

ing.  Those members in attendance are grateful for the chance to 

visit with Harry, as he passed away a month later on May 22 

(see “Final Bells”). 

 

Lodge #4’s annual members and friends Cuyahoga River and 

Cleveland Harbor cruise aboard member Capt. Wayne Brat-

ton’s MV Holiday will be held on June 20. 

 

Bay City Lodge #5: 
 

Lodge #5 sponsored a sign commemorating the loss of SS How-

ard M. Hanna Jr. during the Great Storm of 1913.  Designed by 

Lodge #5 member Robert McGreevy, who also provided origi-

nal artwork, the sign is of laminate and steel construction and 

measures 2’ x 4’.  It will be mounted on a base overlooking Port 

Austin Harbor close to where the ship ran aground.  Formal ded-

ication will take place this summer by the City of Port Austin.  

exercises, and I even had a 

chance to tell the crowd a bit 

about ISMA and our scholar-

ship.  My trip home involved a 

short detour – to the Toledo 

Maritime Academy. Harold 

Dusseau (Toledo lodge mem-

ber) put me in touch with Rick 

Brown, an instructor there. I 

was able to meet with a class of 

sophomores, juniors, and during 

my tour of the building, some 

freshmen and a class of much 

younger students. It was such a 

treat to see how educators are integrating maritime subjects into 

their normal curricula, hopefully inspiring more young people to 

pursue a career in the industry. 

 

Tom Sumner, 

who has a talk 

radio show in 

Port Huron, also 

interviewed me 

by phone for his 

show (thanks 

again to Dave 

Norris for ar-

ranging this) – 

another enjoya-

ble and engaging 

experience!  

 

Finally, I attended the Spring Summit of the Michigan Port Col-

laborative – Jim Weakley invited me to be part of a panel – 

“Wisely Managing Extreme Great Lakes Water Levels: Dredg-

ing and Beyond.” In addition to Jim and me, the panel included 

Lana Pollack, Chair of the International Joint Commission; 

Mollie Mahoney, USACE; Van Snider, Vice Chair, Michigan 

Waterways Commission, DNR; Emily Finnell, Office of the 

Great Lakes, DEQ; and Chuck May, Great Lakes Small Har-

bors Coalition. Together, we spoke about our concerns regard-

ing the consistently low water levels, the causes as well as po-

tential solutions. Gabe Schneider (Carl Levin’s regional repre-

sentative) and Brandon Fewins (Debbie Stabenow’s regional 

manager) reported on the progress of Senate and House legisla-

tion that will allow more funds from the federal budget to be 

From Our Grand President, continued 

Toledo Maritime Academy boat building student. 

appropriated to dredging in the Great Lakes. Stay tuned to the 

ISMA website – I plan on preparing templates as well as a list of 

phone numbers and mailing addresses, which will allow mem-

bers to express their support for pertinent legislation related to 

dredging, ballast water and the like.  

 

I write to you now having come back aboard the Stewart J. Cort 

for my next “hitch,” as some mariners like to call it. I join a 

good friend, Past Grand President, and someone who has seen in 

me what I haven’t always been able to, Capt. Tom McMullen. 

We are able to shine and grow because of our connections to one 

another. After a short four months into my year as Grand Presi-

dent, I can already feel a newfound sense of responsibility and 

possibility welling up. I charge each one of you to find new 

ways to give of yourself to this worthy organization. Whether it 

is listening to the sea stories of an old timer, being an inspiration 

for our youth as they strive to find their place in the world, or 

simply showing up at one of the many events promoting the 

health of our industry – engage. Learn. Serve. The rewards are 

immediate and many. I thank you again for your support and 

continued faith in me.  

 

      Fair winds, 

      Rebecca Hancock, Grand President 

At the Michigan Port Collaborative: (left to right) Paul LaMarre III, Rebec-
ca Hancock, John Jamian, Jim Weakley. 

Rebecca Hancock on stage, singing 
with Dan Hall. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

 

Buffalo Lodge #1: 
 Associate: Richard Schmidt #A-12805 

 

Port Huron Lodge #2: 
 Active Professional: Robert W. Grove #12806 

 

Detroit Lodge #7: 
 Associate: Robert J. Stackpoole #A-12804 

 

Georgian Bay-Huronia Lodge #15: 
 Cadet: Jason Berry #C-12798 

  Travis Coscognette #C-12799 

  Ayla Kokbas #C-12797 

  Mathew Schmidt #C-12800 

  Tim Westmoreland #C-12801 

  Dustin White #C-12796 

 

Green Bay Lodge #18: 
 Active Professional: Robert E. Gates #12802 

  Gerald W. Guyer #12803 

  Timothy R. Larson #12808 

  Edward Seaver #12807 

Owen Sound Top Hat Award 
 

On May 17, 2013, the 107-year-old SS St. Marys Challenger 

arrived at the Miller Cement dock in Owen Sound to deliver a 

load of cement, and Past Grand President and Cleveland Lodge 

#4 member Capt. Al Tielke received the Top Hat Award for the 

Challenger being the first ship arrival of the 2013 season.  Also 

on hand were Georgian Bay-Huronia Lodge #15 members Past 

Grand President Capt. Seann O’Donoughue and Owen Sound 

Harbour Master Capt. Gordon McNeill.   

 

The Challenger greeted the city with many whistle salutes, in-

cluding several Ship Masters’ salutes.  A large crowd of people 

gathered, including some from as far away as Ohio, to watch the 

ship arrive and depart. 

 

The Port of Owen Sound’s top hat has been used since the 

1920s, when the original 1880s beaver top hot wore out and was 

replaced.  Al did not get to keep the top hat, but was presented 

with a Certificate of Honour from the Owen Sound & District 

Chamber of Commerce.  

FINAL BELLS  

 

Detroit Lodge #7 member Bernard M. “Bernie” Ogden (#A-

11271) passed away at the age of 87 on April 24, 2013, follow-

ing an accidental fall.  Bernie sailed briefly in an unlicensed 

capacity until he was drafted (while aboard Joshua A. Hatfield) 

into the US Navy.  Following WW II, he attended the University 

of Detroit and then worked for the Cadillac Motor Car Division 

of General Motors.  Bernie 

was a member of Lodge #7 

since 1993, and was serv-

ing as lodge sentinel at the 

time of his passing.  He is 

survived by his wife of 62 

years, Margaret, and three 

grown children.  Services 

were held on April 27. 

 

Cleveland Lodge #4 member Capt. Harry A. Anderson 

(#7007) passed away at the age of 103 on May 22, 2013 – Na-

tional Maritime Day.  Born in Sweden in 1909, his family came 

to the US in 1919 and settled in Mar-

quette, MI.  He and Louise, his late 

wife, moved to Lakewood, OH, in 1938.  

It was on the voyage from Sweden to 

New York that Harry decided to go to 

sea and someday become a ship captain.  

His career spanned 48 years on both salt 

water and the Great Lakes.  At the age 

of 17, he shipped out of Milwaukee as a 

deckhand.  He sailed around the world 

on various ships, and during WWII he 

was an officer aboard Liberty ships.  On 

the Lakes, he sailed on many ships for Cleveland-Cliffs, where 

his first licensed position was third mate aboard the Joliet in 

1934.  “Heavy Weather Harry,” as he became known, retired 

from the Edward B. Greene in 1974.  When the William G. 

Mather became Cleveland’s museum ship, Harry became its 

“captain,” and was often found there, in uniform, talking with 

visitors about the seafaring life.  Harry is survived by four of 

his six children, 15 grandchildren, 20 great grandchildren, and 

one great-great grandchild.  Services were held on May 29. 

 

More info on Capt. Robert A. (Louis) Stevenson, Lodge #20, 

whose passing on February 28, 2013, was reported in the March

-April ISMALetter:  Born in England in 1927, he came to Cana-

da in 1947.  He was a Great Lakes pilot and founding President 

of the Corporation of Professional Great Lakes Pilots.  He is 

survived by his wife of 58 years, Betty, and one of his two sons.  

Services were held on March 6. 

Councillor Colleen Purdon, Deputy Mayor of Owen Sound; Steven 
Coffey, President, Owen Sound Chamber of Commerce; Capt. Al 
Tielke, Master, SS St. Marys Challenger; Capt. Gordon McNeill, 
Harbour Master, Port of Owen Sound 



International Ship Masters’ Association 
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Salute Your Fellow Members with the 
SHIP MASTERS’ SALUTE: 

3 Long, 1 Short 

ISMA Membership Applications  

Available Online at  

www.shipmaster.org/membership.htm  

US Legislation 
 

On June 6, 2013, Rep. Candice Miller (R-MI) introduced the 

Great Lakes Navigation Sustainability Act (H.R. 2273), which 

would require the US Army Corps of Engineers to treat the Great 

Lakes as a single system and use total cargo tonnage (as is done 

on the river systems) when prioritizing annual operations and 

maintenance funding.  The bill was referred to the House Sub-

committee on Water Resources and Environment. 

 

On May 15, the Senate passed the Water Resources Development 

Act (WRDA) of 2013 (S. 601).  It is now under consideration in 

the House.  WRDA’s Title VIII: Harbor Maintenance establishes 

a HMTF guarantee. 

 

The Harbor Maintenance Act of 2013 (S. 218) was introduced in 

the Senate on February 4, and referred to the Committee on Envi-

ronment and Public Works.  It is companion legislation to Real-

ize America’s Maritime Promise (RAMP) Act (H.R. 335), which 

was introduced in the House on January 22.  RAMP would re-

quire the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund (HMTF) to spend what 

it takes in each year on dredging and harbor maintenance.  

RAMP was referred to the House Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure, and then to the Subcommittee on Coast Guard 

and Maritime Transportation and the Subcommittee on Water 

Resources and Environment. 

 

You can find more information on these bills and their status at 

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php.  

Members in the News 

 

Twin Ports Lodge #12 member Capt. Dennis Aho was featured 

in the Spring 2013 issue of North Star Port, magazine of the Du-

luth Seaway Port Authority (www.duluthport.com).  Currently a 

pilot with Western Great Lakes Pilots Association, Denny will 

retire at the end of the 2013 season.  The article covered his sail-

ing career as well as his artistic talent, and included a color photo 

of Denny and a reproduction of one of his maritime drawings.  
 

Grand President Rebecca Hancock participated in a local radio 

programs in Chicago and Port Huron.  She also appeared on an 

episode of “From the Wheelhouse” on public access CAN-TV 

where she was interviewed by Mark Stevenson (Grand Chap-

lain).  The show will be broadcast four times in the Chicago area. 

Rep. Elijah Cummings Honored 

At its annual Salute to Congress event on May 7, 2013, the Pro-

peller Club of the United States recognized Congressman Elijah 

Cummings for his support of the maritime industry through his 

service on the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime 

Transportation. 

Scholarship Update 

 

The ISMA Scholarship Committee thanks Niagara District Lodge 

#20 and Bay City Lodge #5 for their generous donations to the 

ISMA Scholarship Fund. 

 

Three ISMA scholarships are available:  one for “Hawsepipers,” 

one for cadets attending Georgian College, Owen Sound, and one 

for cadets attending Great Lakes Maritime Academy, Traverse 

City.  Application Deadline: November 1, 2013. If you know 

anyone in need of a scholarship for training, direct them to the 

ISMA website, http://www.shipmaster.org. 

http://www.shipmaster.org/membership.htm
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php

