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CAPY A 4. WKAY _
INTERS LAST PORT

Veteran Shipmaster Sailed on
Boats of D. & C. Fleet For
More Than 40 Years.

Death Follows [lness That
Caused Retirement From
Work Two Years Ago.

Captaln Alexander J. McKay, vet-
eran shipmaster, for more than 40
years in the service of the Detroit
& Cleveland Navigation Co., died
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OAPT. ALEX. J. McKAY.

aturday afternoon-at his home, 232
gladslm{e avenue. fiis death terml-
nates an illness, swhich causcd his
retirement from active service about
Tw yenrs 0.

I?eev \'es:fl masters possesed a
wlider clrcle of friends and acqualint-
ances than Cuptain McKeay. In the
many years he hnd beehA with the
Detrolt & Cleveland Navigation «
he had satled the company's passen-
ger steamers over all routes cov-
ered by them and had been brought
in contuct with hundreds of thou-
sands of people coming fromn almost
every section of the world,

From Seafaring Family,

Captaln McKuy was R member of a
famlly long associated with ahip-
ping. He wis born 65 years ago at
Steftin on the lsle of Skye, off the
const of Scotland. When 17 years
old, he came to the United States
and svon took up salling on  the
lakes. He entered the service of
the Detroit & Clevelund Navigation
Co. in 1876 and specdily won recog-
nitlon and advancement. In 1852 he
swis appeinted master of the steam-
er City of Mackinne, predee
the steamer ity of Mackir
oW operated by the company.

In succeeding y
Kay, by by cuaut n navigation
and unfalling COUurtesy (o passen-
gers and others with whom he was
brought [n contact, wre advanced to
command of the larger nnd more
modern ateamers a8 they werds add-
ed to the tieet, and for & number of
yeurs carried the title of “commo-
dore™ of the line. Ho brought out
among others the two newest Ships
of the fleet, the City of Cleveland jI1
and City of Detroit HI, which are
operated on the Detroit and Buffalo
route,

In satling ships on that route,
however, Captaln MeKay missed the
many close friends he had made
while in command of the company's
steamers on the Detroit and Cleve-
land route and about two years be-
fore his retirement, at his own re-
Quest, he was restored to command
of the st ner Western States on
the Clavelund division,

Captain McKay for many
was active In affairs ot the
masters’ assoriation. He )
president of Detroit Jodie
International Shipmasters: associa-
tion.  For & number of Years he wa
of the grand lodge of the associn.
tlon. For a number of yeras he was
treasurer of the prand lodge.  Ho
was a member of the Woodware
Avenue Christinn church and of De-
trolt Commandery No. I, Knignty
Templar. iy funeral, arangements
for which are not yet completed,
will take place unde\ ausplces of
Detroit commandery,

Besides his widow, Captain AteKay
leaves five sons, all residents or De-
trolt. They_are Duncun J, AMeKay,
Alexander . Mol Thomus A,
McXay, Robert § Kay and Harry
F.aeKay. Harry I, McKay (8 now
in the 'nited States na serving
aboard the cruiser Columbla, Ane
other son, David C. MeKay, who wag
chief boatswaln's mate in the <oast
patral mervice, died from influenza
in Uctober last year.
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